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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-264
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: April 23, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCD
Date of Analysis: April 25, 2013
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $2,800,000 from the Loblolly Wetlands Mitigation Fund to 14 council district park improvement funds to be used in accordance with the Parks Master Plan.  The Department of Parks and Recreation is designated as the oversight agency.
Background Information: The Loblolly Wetlands Mitigation Fund was created in 2003 in conjunction with the purchase of 4,878 acres of land on the Westside and the formation of the Loblolly wetlands mitigation bank to provide wetlands credits to mitigate for the effects of Better Jacksonville Plan projects on regulated wetlands.  The enacting legislation provided that credits would be applied first to BJP projects, then “excess credits” could be sold to other users and the revenues deposited into the mitigation fund for future capital improvements for conservation and park uses as appropriated by City Council.  

Pending Ordinance 2013-243 proposes to appropriate $2,040,000 to the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens to fund a portion of the construction cost of the Trail of the Tiger exhibit, a $9.5 million expansion of the zoo’s Asia precinct.  
A Master Recreation Improvement Plan was commissioned by the City in 1992 to meet the requirements of the Recreation and Open Space Element of the City’s newly-adopted Comprehensive Plan which identified and evaluated the condition of all of the City’s recreational assets.  Another comprehensive inventory and evaluation of recreational facilities and their conditions was performed by the Parks, Recreation and Entertainment Department in 2004.
Policy Impact Area: Park improvements 
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $2.8 million to create 14 council district park improvement funds of $200,000 apiece.
Analyst: Clements
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